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This is my build of a Russian "Akula" sub. It is a nuclear-powered attack submarine (SSN) 
first deployed by the Soviet Navy in 1986. These submarines are armed with four 533 mm 
torpedo tubes which can use torpedoes or the SS-N-15 Starfish missile, and four 650 mm 
torpedo tubes which can use larger torpedoes or the SS-N-16 Stallion missile. These torpedo 
tubes are arranged in two rows of four tubes each. The large bulb on the top of the stern fin 
is for a towed sonar array. 

The kit used for this build was the Hobby Boss 1/350 Akula. It has over 50 parts including 
hull-mounted sensors, towed sonar array housing, all the periscopes and antennae, dive planes, 
rudder, and stand parts. The hull is divided horizontally on the middle. Some care must be 
made to ensure the seam is aligned to get a smooth seam. I start on one side and place tape 
every couple of inches and apply glue using Tamiya cement. When both sides are dry the tape 
is pulled and the revealed areas are glued. 

Then some scraping and light sanding takes care of the seam. Next is painting with my usual 
Model Master Enamels. I just did a basic paint scheme and added the assorted decals using 
Micro Scale setting solutions. This is one of the few sub models I did not make a wood base 
or do any further weathering. The model as a whole just didn't have the usual appeal to me so 
it will be a shelf model only. Dave 

 


